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 LG4525  
Spanish for Ministry 

Luther Seminary ~ Summer 2020  
Online Intensive June 15-19 

 
 

Instructors:  Rev. Melissa Melnick Gonzalez ~ pastormelilymel@gmail.com  

                       Rev. Andrés Albertsen, Ph.D. candidate ~ aalbertsen001@luthersem.edu 
 

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND METHODOLOGY 
 
This course has been designed both for students who are preparing for ministry in the church and 
for lay or ordained leaders who are currently doing ministry. This course is ideal for three kinds 
of students in particular:  

1. students and leaders of the church with at least an intermediate level of college 
Spanish language ability (or its equivalent) who want to gain theological and 
ministerial competency in this language; (contact the instructors if you have 
questions) 

2. students and leaders of the church who grew up speaking Spanish as a first or 
second language and also want to gain theological and ministerial competency in 
this language;  

3. leaders of the church who are doing ministry in Spanish and want to reflect 
systematically on their work, share their experiences, and expose themselves to the 
questions and challenges of the other participants in the class.  
 

Only Spanish will be spoken in the class and it is expected that all participants will collaborate in 
the creation of an environment where it will be safe to speak without fear of making mistakes and 
where the participants with more fluency in the Spanish language will be patient with, and 
supportive of, the less fluent classmates. A combination of readings, conversational practice, 
assignments and participation in Spanish-speaking communities and cultural and musical activities 
will hone skills and communication strategies for ministry among Spanish-speaking people. 

 
Each day will be organized around a theme which will be approached through readings, 
conversation, biblical studies, ministerial practices, films, theological pieces, and other interactive 
events. Guests will come to the class to present and converse about topics related to the theme of 
the corresponding week.  
 

Students are encouraged to participate – with each other, with the instructors, and with the guests. 
It is particularly important to come prepared for class and to participate in online conversations 
with your classmates. 
 
Students should take a placement exam through Augsburg University. Students should score a 
minimum of 112. If a lower score is achieved, please contact the professors to discuss the student’s 
language level. Test results should be sent to the office of Contextual Ed. The test may be accessed 
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at http://webcape.byuhtrsc.org/nwcregister.php?acct=augsburg.  The current password is: 
Augsburg0119.    
 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
 

1. Students will gain fluency in conversational Spanish for pastoral care. 
2. Students will achieve competency in Spanish for basic preaching, biblical studies and 

liturgical leadership. 
3. Students will develop theological vocabulary in Spanish that enables them to converse 

among other theologians and leaders at the collegiate level. 
4. Students will be able to read theological, biblical and popular texts at an intermediate 

level and beyond. 
5. Students will be able to give a substantiated answer to the question about whether 

ministry in Spanish is pertinent.  
 

TEXTS 
 

Our main text will be Justo L. González’s Teología Liberadora: Enfoque desde la Opresión. The 
book can be purchased through Amazon. Copies of other bibliographic material will be distributed 
in class or posted on Moodle.  

REQUIREMENTS 

Students will be required to do the following:  

✔ Read the texts assigned for each day.	

✔ Reflect in Spanish and write responses to the questions provided by the instructor(s) about 
the reading assigned for each day.	

✔ Prepare a short prayer/reflection/devotion to share with the class once during our online 
ZOOM sessions.	

✔ Present a final project to the class on the last online day. Cf. details below.	
✔ Other oral assignments may be indicated in class.	

✔ Attend ZOOM sessions online each day for two-three hours in the morning and two-three 
hours in the afternoon during our scheduled week.	

✔ Communicate online with one other student in the class for one to two hours per day.	
✔ Watch the audiovisual material indicated for the day and complete the corresponding 

assignment. 	
 
REQUIREMENTS BEFORE THE CLASS AND FOR THE FIRST CLASS 

Before the class: 
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1. Students will need to demonstrate a mid-range college level ability in Spanish. Cf. details 
above. 

2. We expect that students will read as much as they can from the main textbook, Justo L. 
González’s Teología Liberadora, Buenos Aires: Ediciones Kairós, 2014. 

3. We also expect that students will have given some thoughts to their final projects, so that 
they will work with something relevant to their context and their concrete possibilities of 
doing ministry in Spanish. Cf. details below. 

For the first class: 

Yo Soy: Prepare a video, poem, essay, speech, sermon, painting, web page...you decide to share 
with us who you are: as a person, as a theologian, as a child of God. Use your creativity. Your 
presentation should be at least 5 minutes long. (In Spanish!). After enrollment, we will provide 
further instructions and some examples. 

First assigned reading from Teología Liberadora: Respond to grammatical questions and 
questions about the theological content of the text. 

MAIN THEMES 
 

1. Introduction to Latin America and its peoples: geography, history, culture, and religion. 
2. Latinos and Latinas in the USA: family structures, gender issues, the “quinceañera” 

celebration, domestic violence, racism.  
3. Immigration: reasons and ways of immigration, family separations, political struggles, 

undocumented status, legal issues, sanctuary movement. Sanctuary. 
4. Theology from a Latino/a perspective: liberation theology, the “theology of life” of bishop 

Medardo Gómez in El Salvador, the martyrdom of Archbishop Óscar Romero, Pope 
Francis, the “mujerista” theology, the Latino theology in the US. 

5. The public witness and the challenges of the Latino/a congregations, the new generations 
in the church.  

6. Earth care: agriculture, Latino/a farmers, climate change, ecology, eco-justice, eco-
spirituality.  

 

FINAL PROJECT 

Each student will lead a liturgy/worship service in Spanish or bilingual the last day of the class. 
They should imagine in what circumstances it will take place (on a Sunday morning, online 
worship, a funeral, a wedding, the celebration of a “quinceañera,” etc.). They may use some 
resources that are already in existence, but each person will also need to create something 
unique. They may use any kind of media that they would like. They will have to explain why 
they use a certain already existing resource or have decided to create a new one. They will have 
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to explain as well why they are choosing a certain hymn or song. We will provide further 
instructions in the class. 

ASSESSMENT AND EVALUATION 

The instructors will assess your participation and performance in class according to the learning 
outcomes provided in this syllabus. Your entry-level Spanish and your progress throughout the 
course will be taken into consideration.  You will also have a final project that will be completed 
individually. Please use translation tools for words or short phrases only! 

Grades for this course will be based upon points. 

● Class participation: 15% 
● Yo Soy: 5% 
● Devotions: 5% 
● Readings from Teología Liberadora: 25% 
● Work on Audiovisual Materials: 20% 
● Final Project: 30% 

 
Policies and Procedures  
 

ADA Compliance Statement 
  
Reasonable accommodation will be provided to any student with a disability who is registered 
with the Student Resource Center and requests needed accommodation. 

If you are a student with a disability (e.g., physical, learning, psychiatric, vision, hearing, etc.) and 
think that you might need special assistance or accommodation in this class or any other class, 
please contact the Director of the Student Resource Center or contact your instructor directly.   

Academic Honesty 
 
Members of the Luther Seminary community are expected to conduct themselves responsibly and 
honestly in academic matters. Cheating and plagiarism are serious offenses against this expectation 
and are subject to disciplinary action.  

If instances of cheating or plagiarism are detected, one of the disciplinary actions shall follow: 
either the instructor records a failure for the assignment or examination, or the instructor records 
a failure for the course. In either case, the instructor shall bring the matter to the Office of the 
Academic Dean and the Office of the Dean of Students, and the question whether further 
disciplinary action should be considered will be determined in consultation with the instructor, the 
Office of the Academic Dean, and the Office of the Dean of Students. See the current Student 
Handbook for more details on this matter. 

 


